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1. The Berliner. Verlag was founded shortly af ter the oooupa- 
fcion of Bei'lin by members of the Komite Freies Deutsch- 
land. It was orlginally supposed to be non-partisan, but 
the Freies Deutschland editors and managers kept it at 
first purely Gomm anist and later pure ly SED. ':he firm 
publiahes the Berliner Zeitung , the Heue Berl in er Illus- 
trierte Zeitung. and the magazines Start, and. ; ar Dich , 
äs'" well as several other Journals, "eiSSer directly or 
through its supervision. 



2. The Freies Deutschland mombers sent fro/a Moscow to run the 
Organization included Rudolf Herrnstadt, edlto'-in-chief , 
Gerhard Kegel, his assistant, and a group of firmer Wehr- 
macht officer3 who had 3een Service on the edi .orial 3taff 
the Freies Deutschland newspaper published for German 
i, in Russia. Herrnstadt and Kegel had been refugees in 
ow since 1933. The Wehrmacht group, former prisoners 
war who had entered Russian Service, are: 

a. Captain Wilma, MVD representative on the staff, an 
intelligent man with a gift for Organisation, and 
a convinced Communist; he jarticipateß in active 
fighting on the Russian side. 

b. Ist Lieutenant von Ku geigen 

o. Major Lewis- Litzmann, holder of the Ritter- 
kreuz, 3ent to Germany at the end of J.C45 with 
a large sum (described by him variousl as 
eight or. üwenty millions) to bulld up the pub- 
lishing hou3e. _ 

25XtA6a ®BHoomment: Rudolf Herrnstadt i3 probabl; Identical 
with the Herrnstadt who was a meaber of the Scaeiiha 
group from 1937 on and aiternated between Warsaw and 
Moscow. Wilms is reported in August 19/5 aa having been 
converted to Communism while i/i Russia. Bernt von jöiügel- 

£ en was reported by two sourc<Js to be a member of the 
eague of German üfficers, und a Wehrmacht oaptain as- 
signed to the 123rd Infantry Division. 
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3. Gth-r noabers of thc Berliner Verlag stall uro tlie follov/ing 

a* Sperber, original bU3iness director, wlio later left 
tho firm on political greunäs; nbv; living at Drako- 
strasse 1, Borlin-Lichterf elde ..est, Uj Jecoor# 

b* Dr. Hermann Jchutzingcr, trade oditor until late 
fall 1946 , v.'ho left because he v.as aaspeci-ed of . 
agent activity against tho ..cst >rn Powers* 

c, Dr. Harald Lauen, foreign affairs director for thc 
firn, an attuohe of the Sc man Lmbasoy in Larsaw un- 
til 1939 , ferner co Maborator on Goebbels * newspaoer 
Der Angriff * As a colleaguo of Heinrich von Oie i eben, 
he assisted tho Ilorrnklub in its subsidiary juagkon- 
3 ervativen Klub and wrote on eautorn questiox.s for 
the nagazine, Der Bing . 

d« Captain Löwenstein, Rusoian, liuison nun to Sil* 
karlshorst# 
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Through its oontact with Süa and tho governmont of Branden- 
burg, the Berliner Vorlag at tho ond of 1945 bought or leased 
an estato, Gut Therosienhof , noar Saarovj-x'ieskov;. The es- 
tato, 350 acros in area , can housc up to 300 guosts* 1t 
is usod sartly as a training school for editors and officials 
and partly as a rooreation center for staff nemhero of the 
Vorlag* The na na gor ia Kirchner, v:ho was active in tau Sum- 
mer of 19 15 as a Coamunist funciionury in the Berlin- Sellien- 
dorf governnont but was disnissed in Jeptcmbor 1945 by Ameri- 
can authoritio3* 

.Gement : Kirchner, according to 
source, was assistant aayor of ^ehlondorf , aisni3sed 
for attenpting to hindor the liquid;.; tion of Cblcute*) 
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5* Pre-publicution censorship of Berliner Verlag i.isues has 
practically ceasjd* ^rticlos on fundamental topics, aow- 
evor, still requiro udvanee apiroval# 

6. In thc fall of 1946, an 3 : La diroctivc for an app«al to Ger- 
man national! sm brought forth a clearly nationalistic tone 
in B^D Propaganda and an attenpt fron the Berliner Vorlag 
to launch a large-circulation periodical for *'G oman so- 
cialist intolligentsla*" Pro ive editors o.; this new 
organ, Das Reue Reich , were off er ed the enticing. net salary 
of 1000 Ri: per nenth, plus a pound of meat or fat and a 
meal daily, and fme weekonds and vacations at Lheresienhof . 
The c ult ural-political section v; as assigned to Jr* Herbert 
Ihcrinr?, but um editor v/hose nama ;.ii ght have ccrried wei gilt 
in natlonalistic circles' was ever f ound . The nagazino v«as 
novor publishod- 


25 X 1 A 6 a MMMB Conment : Ihering was reported in oepteaber 
jajIS^To be a~nea ly- e le c t cd governor of tho Kultur- 
bund; described as a foilov; travelor.) 


defense of^Ste^PBa^dlstat l ~*~7 ni " , T " " rr 11111 wie national 
Act ’ Io ü £fcOgg* lth * n the meaning of the Espionag« 

revIlSon nf i' t "V ■«litimLg. Its transmission or the 
revexation oi its coneants In anylBSnsea-iio an u imithnvi 
Person is prohibited by law. 1,11 1 1 V - Jmthorl8eö 
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